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Welcome Back Patriots! 

I am so excited to welcome you all back to what I expect will be a fantastic school year! This year marks the 40th anniver-
sary of Independence High School. We will have some festivities acknowledging this milestone during Homecoming week 

and during our Homecoming football game. We hope to see many alumni at the game on October 7th. 

Getting to School on Time 

Students need to be in class and ready to learn when it is time for class to start. Helping your student understand the 
importance of being early to school, meetings, work and events makes a positive difference in their lives. Arriving at 

school with seconds to spare is not helping students create good life-long habits for being on time. Traffic congestion leads to frustration when so 
many are trying to arrive at the last minute. Ultimately, rushing to school creates safety concerns for pedestrians and drivers alike. I want everyone to 

get to school safely each day so here are some tips for safely and efficiently picking up or dropping off your student. 

All students are to be picked up or dropped off in the student parking lot off of Maryland Avenue. The 75th Avenue entrance is for faculty and staff and 
is not open to the public until 3:30 pm each day. The Maryland Avenue entrance is designed for you to enter the parking lot at the West-most entrance, 
near the football and soccer stadium, then proceed to drive East and then North so that you are near the Media Center or Library. This puts the student 
near the center of campus and it is a safe place to drop off and pick up students. The driver can now continue around West and then South to get off of 
campus at the same place they entered campus. This is designed to make the process smooth and easy for everyone involved, while minimizing traffic 

congestion on Maryland Avenue at the same time. If everyone follows these procedures, traffic will be lighter and students will be much safer. 

Please do not drop students of on 75th Avenue or on Maryland Avenue. Having your student get out of the car where other drivers are traveling is 
extremely dangerous, and it is against the law to stop on a roadway. If a driver is not expecting you to be stopped on the road or is distracted for 
some reason, you will be involved in an accident. Please think about your student’s safety. Take a few extra minutes to get your vehicle into a safe 

spot (inside the parking lot) before you let your student out. 

My final tip is to just get to school a few minutes earlier. At 7:45 am there is relatively little traffic and getting in and out of the parking lot is a simple 

matter. At 7:55 am, there is tremendous traffic and moving about with your vehicle is difficult. Ten minutes makes a world of difference! 

Be safe Patriots! 

Please visit the school website for Sports Schedules. 
http://independence.guhsdaz.org 
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Fall Break: October 10-14 
 
Veteran’s Day: November 11 
 
Thanksgiving Break: November 24-25 
 
Winter Break: December 24-January 8 
 

 

Public Notification of Nondiscrimination 
Annual Public Notification of Nondiscrimination Glendale Union High School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, age or disability in admission to its programs, services or activities, in access to them, in treatment of 
individuals, or in any aspect of their operations. GUHSD provides equal access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth 
groups. GUHSD Career & Technical Education Department does not discriminate in enrollment or access to any of the programs 
available, such as business, applied technology, FACS, nursing, and fire science. The lack of English language skills shall not be a 
barrier to admission or participation in the district’s activities and programs. GUHSD does not discriminate in its hiring or 
employment practices. This notice is provided as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975 and the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990. Questions, complaints or requests for additional information regarding these laws may be forwarded 
to the designated compliance coordinator(s), call 623-435-6006 or 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43 Ave., Glendale, AZ 85301 
 
Notificación Pública Anual de No Discriminación: 
El Glendale Union High School District (GUHSD) no discrimina en base a raza, color, nacionalidad, género, edad, o discapacidad 
de admisión a sus programas, servicios, o actividades, en acceso a ellas, en el tratamiento a individuos, o en ningún aspecto de sus 
operaciones.  GUHSD provee el acceso igual a los Boy Scouts y otros grupos designados para los jóvenes. El departamento de 
Educación Técnica y de Carreras de GUHSD no discrimina en su matriculación ni en el acceso a cualquier de sus programas 
disponibles, como negocios, la tecnología aplicada, FACS, enfermería, y formación para bomberos. La falta de habilidades con el 
inglés no será una barrera a la admisión ni la participación en las actividades del distrito y sus programas. GUHSD tampoco 
discrimina en sus contratos o prácticas de empleados. Esta noticia es provista y requerida por el Título VI del Acto de Derechos 
Civiles de 1964, Sección 504 del Acto de Rehabilitación de 1973, Título IX de la Enmienda Educativa de 1972, en el Acto de Era 
de Discriminación de 1975, y el Acto de los Estadounidenses con Habilidades Diferenciadas de 1990.  Ud. puede comunicarse con 
el coordinador de cumplimiento sobre preguntas, quejas, o para más información con respecto a estas leyes. Director de Operacio-
nes y Atletismo, 623-435-6006 Directora de la Educación Especial 623-435-6067, 7650 N. 43rd Ave. Glendale, AZ 85301. 
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Create Your Own ParentVUE Account 

Check your student’s grades 

To activate your ParentVUE account: 

Log on to http://parentvue.guhsdaz.org 

Click I am a parent. 

Click I have an activation key to create my account. 

Read the Privacy Statement and click I accept. 

Enter your name and activation key and click Continue to Step 3. 

Choose a username (at least 6 characters) and click  

Complete account activation. 

Need an activation code? Call 623-435-6153. 

http://parentvue.guhsdaz.org


Senior Ivonne Cardenas was selected as the Visual Arts Highlighted Artist of the Month for August. Ivonne is 
an AP 2D Design student who has worked very hard and has challenged herself to work above and beyond what she 
thought she could do. Ivonne Cardenas created high quality art work in her junior year, she has an eye for detail, is 
never afraid to take on a challenge and produces art with a strong work ethic. Congratulations to Ivonne Cardenas, we 
are excited to see how you develop as an artist in your AP portfolio. 

Sophomore Karol Rios Delgado was the Highlighted Artist of the Month for September. Karol is young and up-
coming artist. This is her second year in 3-D design and her work has great craftsmanship with attention to detail.  She 
draws inspiration from the things she sees in reality but puts her own interesting spin on it. Karol enjoys the break from 
her academic classes to be creative and her goal is to have her work selected for the District Art Show and become 
an AP 3-D Design student. Congratulations Karol you are well on your way! 

The Visual Arts Department is extremely proud of the 

student artists represented in this article. We are excited to 

see what these artists create this year! 

Ivonne Cardenas Karol Rios Delgado 

Financial aid deadlines have changed this year. FAFSA is 
now open October 1 instead of January as in years past. Dead-

lines for completing the FAFSA have also changed. 

NAU is November 15, ASU is January 1, U of AZ is 
March 1. The Career Center will be hosting an instructional line-by
-line meeting on October 27, at 7:00 p.m. Financial aid experts will 
be there to explain the process to parents & students. There will 
be 2 sessions-one in English and one in Spanish. FAFSA is the 
official federal form used for determining the amount of financial 
aid you may be eligible for. You may begin filing FAFSA online on 
January 1 after midnight. Financial aid comes in the form of grants 
(which you do not pay back) and loans (which you do pay back). 

This form is filled out only online at www.FAFSA.ed.gov. 

Your first step is to get FSA ID numbers. Both the student 
and a parent will each need one. You use these FSA ID numbers 
to electronically sign FAFSA. Both the student and parent will 
need social security numbers and an email address to get an FSA 
ID number. Save these numbers as you will use these same num-
bers every year you are in college and for filing financial aid pa-
perwork. You will need to gather financial records before you start 
your FAFSA. You will need 2015 federal income tax forms, sav-
ings account & investment records, along with child support & 
others payments you have paid or received. You may use your 
end-of-year pay statements to calculate your income until you file 

your 2015 income tax forms. 

Mrs. Starr in the Career Center has more information 
about FAFSA. She can be reached at 623-435-6119 or at Tere-
sa.starr@guhsdaz.org 

Counselors will be meeting all 
students to plan classes toward gradua-
tion with Educational Career Action Plan 
(ECAP) and Arizona Career Information System (AZCIS) to 
plan for college and research careers. 

SENIORS: It is especially important to ensure you 

have all required credits necessary to graduate in May 2017.  
Seniors have reviewed transcripts and completed senior con-
ference forms with counselors. Please contact your student’s 
counselor, as soon as possible if you have any questions. 
These forms were mailed to parents/guardians. 

Sophomores will complete ECAP’s during the week of 
September 12th.   Junior ECAP’s will begin their ECAP’s the 
week of September 26th.  Freshman will be working on ECAP’s 
and AZCIS the week of October 17th. We urge students and 
parents/guardians to discuss the ECAP and transcript. 

SOPHOMORES: Glendale Community College ACE 
program for college credits invites a parent/guardian to attend a 
recruitment presentation at GCC on Saturday October 8th or 
October 15th at 9:00 AM in the Student Union room SU 104E. 
For questions contact the ACE office at (623)845-3094 or visit 
http://www2.gccaz.edu/ace. You must enroll online at this site. 

Parents/guardians can get all the information from your 

student on how to log in to AZCIS and view colleges, careers 

and scholarships. The site is www.azcis.intocareers.org or the 

Independence Website, www.independence.guhsdaz.org.  

These are great resources for students and parents/guardians.   

Another valuable resource is the Parent Vue for checking 

schedules, grades, and attendance.  

Independence High School United States History classes are attempting to create a Wall of Honor recognizing Independ-
ence faculty, staff, graduates, and retirees who have served in our military. We would like to begin gathering images for the Wall of 
Honor before our 40th Homecoming at the end of October. We want to honor these individuals not just on Veteran’s day but every-
day. Our goal is to have this be a continuing exhibit on our campus that is added to as we gather more images and have more grad-
uates serve.   We intend to include the service member’s name, branch of service, graduating class, or the years they were at Inde-
pendence alongside the image. We would like a 5x7 image of these individuals in uniform if possible (digital images will be accept-

ed).  

If you know any Independence graduates that are currently or have served, please have them get into contact with Nora 

Waltenburg at Independence, nora.waltenburg@guhsdaz.org.  She can also be reached at 623-435-6100x 5141. 

Surge/ElevateIHS is a Chris-
tian club on campus that meets 
every Wednesday after school to 
share inspirational and motivational 
messages with students. Their goal 
and mission is to share love with 
the school, students, and faculty 
through simple but effective acts of 
kindness. 

http://www2.gccaz.edu/ace
http://www.azcis.intocareers.org
http://www.independence.guhsdaz.org

